the Moti Mahal, and picked marksmen at the Shah
Najaf, to silence the enemy's fire from across the
river.
Both Outram and Hayelock were anxious that Sir
Colin should follow up his success by an immediate
assault on the Kaisarbagh, which was the enemy's
chief remaining stronghold. Outram believed that
once this had f alien the city could be held by twelve
hundred men. Hope Grant and other senior officers
were also in favour of the assault, while Inglis
volunteered to maintain his old position with one
more regiment so long as the non-combatants could
be taken off his hands5 but Sir Colin, who was short
of both men and ammunition, preferred to mask the
city by a movable division outside, as had recently
been   done  at   Delhi.   Outram's   opinion  carried
weight, however, since, as Chief Commissioner of
Oudh, he was concerned with the effect upon local
opinion of abandoning the city. Sir Colin therefore
informed the Governor General of the issue by
telegraph, the line to Calcutta having now been re-
established, and asked him for instructions. Canning
replied as follows: CI have received your message of
yesterday. The one step to be avoided is, a total
withdrawal of the British forces from Oudh. Your
proposal to leave a strong movable division, with
heavy artillery, outside  the city, and so to hold
the city in check, will answer every purpose of
policy.'
On the 18th November the artillerymen were
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